With ſome Advice thereon, extracted 
Epiſtle of rhe Yearly-Meeting of the People ale 
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Y from their Superi- 


=. ons received by Yo 

ors, become like the natural Produce of a 
Soil, eſpecially when they are ſuited to fa- 
vorite Inclinations: But as the Judgments of GOD 


are without Partiality, by which the State of the 


Soul muſt be tried, it would be the higheſt Wiſdom 


our Deeds by che infalliable Standard of Truth, 
even the pure Spirit of Grace which leads all thoſe 
who-in Sincerity obey its Dictates into a Conduct 
conſiſtent with their Chriſtian Proſeſſion. — 


That important Injunc᷑tion of ourbleſſedSaviour, 


neſs, and all Things ſhall be added zmto ort, contains a 
mort but comprehenſive View of our Duty and 
© — — It then the Buſineſs of Mankind in this 
U ite is, ta firſt ſeek another; if this cannot be done, 


the Means be, To love the LORD out GOD with 
s weber to do to another, that which in like Cir- 
Cumſtances we would not have done to us; then 
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to forego Cuſtoms and popular Opinions, and try 


Seek ye firft the Kingdom of GOD and bis Rightconuſ- 


but by attending to the Means: If a Summary. of 


theſe are Points of Moment and worthy of our 
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N ancient Timès is was the Practice of many Nations, 
1 when at war with each other, to ſell the Priſoners 1 
they made in Battle, in order to defraythe Expences | 
| - OE This unchriſtian or rather inhuman 
L ractice, after many Ages continuance, is at length gene- 
; — aboliſhed * Chriſtian Powers of * but 
j ſtill continues among ſome of the Nations of Aſia and | 
„ Atrica, and to our ſad Experience we find ir alſo pra- 
; tiſed by the Natives of America. In the preſent wat, 
how many of our poor Country Men are dragged to 
Bondage and ſold for Slaves; how many 8 4 
Huſband, a Wife, a Child, a Parent or ſome) near Re- 
lation taken from them; and were we ro follow them a 
little farther, and ſee them expoſed to fale and bough 
up to be made a Gain of, what Heart fo hard tha 
would not melt wich Sympathy and Sorrow: And could 
we hear the Purchaſers, for the ſake of Gain, puſhing 
on the Savages to captivate our People, what inhuman 
wrertches ſhould we call them, whar Puniſhment ſhould 
we think their Guilt deſerved! But while our Hearm 
are affected for our Brethren and Relations, while we 
feel for our own Fleſh and Blood, let us extend our 
Thoughts to others, and allow me, gentle Reader} | 
to recommend to thy ſerious Conſideration, a Practise 
that prevails among ſeveral Nations who call hemmſelves 
Chriſtians, and I am ſorry to ſay it, in which we a8 
Nation are deeply engaged, and which is of ſuch a Na- 
ture, as that nothing can be more incomſiſtent with the 
Doctrines and Pradiice of our meek Lord and Maſten, 
nor Rained with a deeper Dye of Injuſtice, Crueſty ana 
Opprellion, 1 mean the Slave Trade, the purchaing 
and bringing the poor. Negroes from their Native 
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Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus was committed. Will not the 
juſt Judge ot all the Earth viſit for all this? Or dare we 
Jay, that this very Practice is not one Cauſe of the Ca- 
Jamities we at preſent ſuffer; and that the Captivity 
of our People is not to teach us to feel for others, and 


to induce us to diſcourage a Trade, by which many. 


Thouſands are Yearly captivated ? Evilsdo not ariſe our 
of the Duſt, nor does the Almighty willingly afflict the 
Children of Men; but when a People offend as a Na- 
tion, or in a publick Capacity, the Juſtice of his moral 
Government requires that as a Nation they be puniſh- 


8 ed, which is generally done by War, Famine or Peſti- 


Jence. I know there are many Arguments offered in 
favour of the Purchaſers, but they are all drawn from 
Avarice or ill founded, none will ſtand the Teſt of that 
divine Rule: 70 do unto all Men, as we would they ſhould 
do-unto us. Without Purchaſers, there would be no 
Trade; and conſequently every Purchaſer as he encou- 
rages the Trade, becomes partaker in the Guilt of it; 


Dad that they may ſee what a deep dye the Guilt is of, 


I beg leave to quote ſome Extracts from the Writings 
| of Perſonsof Note, who have been long employed in 
the African Trade, and whoſe Situation and Ofhce in 
the Factories will not admit any to queſtion the Truth 
of What thy relate. By theſe we ſhall ſee, that in order 


to get Slaves, the Europeans ſettled at the Factories in 


Africa, encourage Wars, and promote the Practice of 


ſttealing Men, Women and Children, which they readi- 


ly purchaſe without any Reg 
any of the tender Ties of Nature. | 
” » William Beſinan, Factor for the Dutch African Com- 
_ "pany, at the Factory at Delmina, who wrote an Ac- 
count of that Country, now mare than fifty Years paſt, 


gard to Juſtice, Equity or 


tells his Readers That the Booty which the Negro 


* Soldiers aim at in their Wars; are Ornaments of Gold 
© and Priſoners of War, in Order to ſell them for Slaves 
4 | a 1 "I 7 af 
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at Pleaſure, that many of the Inhabitants depend on 
Plunder and the Slave- Trade; and that when Veſſels 
© arrive, it they have no Stock of Slaves, rhe Factors 
truſt the Inhabitants with Goods for the Value of one 
© or two Hundred Slaves, which they fend into the in- 


land Country in Order to buy Slaves at all Markets, 


c even ſometimes two Hundred Miles deep in the Coun- 


c try, where Markets of Men were kept in the ſame 


Manner as thoſe of Beaſts with us. He farther adds: 

That, in his Time, the Europeans furniſhed the Ne- 
groes with an incredible Quantity of Fire-Arms and 
Gun powder, which was then the Chief vendible Mer-" 
© chandize there. This was the State of the Negro- 
Trade when ZBoſman wrote his Account of Guinea, 
which, as I have already ſaid, was more than fifty Years: 
ago; ſince that Time the Trade is prodigiously aug-" 
mented, there being now more than ten Ships to one 
that was then imployed in it; and as the Demand for 
Slaves has augmented, ſo have the Negroes been the 


more induced not only to wage War one with another, 


but alſo to put in practice the moſt baſe and inhumaa 
Methods, in Order to get their unhappy Countrymen 


into their Power, that they may ſell them to the Euro- 


pean.- Traders. 1 2 91 EONS: 
Jolm Barbot, Agent General of the French Royal 
African Company, in | his Acc. printed 1732 writes as 5 
follows: Thoſe Slaves fold by the Negroes, are or 
© che moſt Part Priſoners of War, taken either in figur 
© or purſuir, or in the incurſions they make into their 
© Enemies 'Ferritories ; others are ſtolen away by their 
© ownCounry-Men,and ſome there are who will ſell their 

© own Children, Kindred or Neighbours. This has 
often been ſeen, and to compaſs ir, they deſire the 
Perſon they intend to ſell, to help them in carrying ſome- 


thing to the Factory by Way of Trade, and when * ö 
there, the Perſon ſo deluded, not underſtanding the* | 
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© Language, is {old and delivered up as a Slave, not- 
| ©< withitanding all his Reſiſtance and exclaiming againſt 
* the Treachery. Abundance of little Blacks of both 
_ * ſexes are alſo ſtolen away by their Neighbours, when 
© found abroad on the Roads, or in the Woods; or elfe 
© in the Corn Fields, at rhe Time of the Year when their 
© Parents keep them there all Day, ro ſcare away the 
© devouring {mall Birds, | | 
A Perfon of Candour and undoubted Credit now irving 
in Philadelphia, who was on a trading Voyage, on the 
Coaſt of Guinea about feven Years ago, was an Eye- 
Witneſs of the Miſery and Deſolation which the Pur- 
chaſe of Slaves occaſions in that Country, a particular 
Ilnſtance ot which he relates in the following Manner viz. 
f _ on that Coaſt, at a Place called Buſalia, the Com- 
\ © mander of the Veſfel according ro Cuſtom ſent a Per- 
© forr on Shore, with a Preſent to the King of the Coun- 
try, acquainting him with their arrival, and letting him 
*know that they wanted a Cargo of Slaves: The King 
c promiſed to farmih them with Slaves, and in Order 
to do it, fer out ro go to War againſt his Enemies, 
« defipning alſo to ſurprize ſome Town and take all the 
22 5 Sometime after the King ſent them 
Word he had not yet met with the deſired ſucceſs, hav- 
© ing been twice repulſed, in attempting to break up 
e Towns; but that he fill hoped ro procure a Num- 
per of Slaves for them; and in this Deſign he perſiſt- 
ed, till he mer his Enemies in the Field, where a Bat- 
© le was fought, which laſted three Days, during which 
© Time the Engagement was ſo bloody, that 4500 were 
© flain on the ſpot. Think, favs the Author, what a 
© pitiable fight it was, to fee the Widows weeping over 
*rheir loft Husbands, and Orphans deploring the loſs 
© of zheir Fathers &c., What muſt we think of that 
erage} Wretch who occaſioned fach a Scene of Miſery, 
or what of choſe who for the ſake of Gain inſtigated 
him ro it. K "_ 0p N 
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N. N. Brue; a noted Traveller, a Narrativeofwhoſe 


Travels is to be met with in a new Collection of Voy- 
ages, printed by tne King's Authority in the Year #745; 


tells his Readers; That the Europeans are far from 
© defiring to act as Peace- Makers, amongſt the Negroes, 
© which would be acting contrary to their Intereſt, ſince 
© the greater the Wars, the more Slaves are procured: 
He alſo gives an Account of the Manner in which the 
Slaves are got, in the Place where he then was, in the 


following Term, viz. When a Veſſel arrives, the King 
of the Country ſends a Troop of Guards to ſome 


« Village, which they ſurround; then ſeizing as many 
© as they have Orders for, they bind them and fend therm 


away to the Ship, where the Ship's Mark being put upon 


© them, they are heard of no more. They uſually car- 
ry the Infants in Sacks, and gag the Men and Women 
© for fear they ſhould alarm the Villages, chro- which 
they are carried: For, ſays he, theſe Actions are never 
committed in the Villages near the Factories, which 


lit is the King's Intereſt not to ruin, but in thoſe up the 


Country. me ite | 
Alſo, Il hb Randal, in his Book of Geography, print- 
ed in the Year 1744, in the Account he gives of te 
Guinea Trade, after generally confirming the above Ac- 
count, adds: That in time of full Peace nothing is more 
* common, than for the Negroes of one Nation to ſteal 
© thoſe of another, and ſell them to the Europeans. 
© There has, ſays he, been Inſtances àamongſt the Ne- 
© groes of Children ſelling their Fathers and Mothers, 
© when they have been weary of them, and wanted to 
© enjoy what they had; which I ſuppoſe, ſays that Au- 
© thor, gave birth to rhe Laws, by which the Children 
© are not to inherit the Goods or Eſtates of their Fathers 
© and Mothers. Thus, theſe poor Creatures are hroughit 
down to the Coaſt to be (old to the Merchants of Eu- 
rope. — is agreed upon, which * 
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© able bodied Man, under thirty five Years of age, may 
© be about 5 Pounds, the Women a fifth Part leſs; and 


— 


the Children in proportion to their Age, the European 


Merchants brand them with hot Irons to diſtinguiſh 
© them, and jocks the poor wretches up in forme Priſon, 
till they can be ſent on board; when they come to 
© America, they are diſpoſed of, fome to the Spaniards 
to work in the Mines, (for the Engliſh are obliged 


© by the Afftemro Contract, to deliver thirty Thouſand 
4 


es every Year to the Spaniards, and the reſt are 


© fold to the Planters in America.) It is thought that the 
© Engliſh tranſport annually near fifty Thouſand of thoſe 


© mnhappy Creatures, and the other European Nations 
together about TWO Hundred Thouſand more, 
Let but any one refle&, that each Individual of this 
Number had ſome tender attachment which was broken 
by this cruel Separation; ſome Parent or Wife, who 
' had not even the Opportunity of mingling Tears in a 
ting Embrace; or perhaps ſome Infant whom his 
Labour was to feed and Vigilance protect; or let an 
conſider what it is to loſe a Child, a Husband or any 
dear Relation, and then let them ſay what they muſt 


think of thoſe who are ingaged in, or encourage ſuch a 


Trade. By the fore mentioned Accounts it appears, 


dow by various perfidious, and cruel Methods, the un- 


happy Negroes are inſlaved, and that moſtly, by the 
Procurement of thoſe called Chriſtians, and violently 
rent from the tendereſt Ties of Nature, to toil in hard 
Labour; often without ſuffictent Supplies of Food, and 
under hard Taſkmaſters, and chis moſtly to uphold the 
Lazury or Covetouſneſs of proud cab Men, withour 
any Hope of ever ſeeing again their native Land; or 
an end to their Miſeries- Oh ye cruel Taſkmaſters! 
Ye hard-hearced Oppreſſors, will not God hear their 
Cry? And what ſhall ye do, when God riſeth up, and 


when he yiſrew; what will ye anſwer him? mg” 4 
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the Womb? © 


Hitherto I have conſidered the Trade as inconfiſtene: 
with the Goſpel of Chriſt, contrary to natural Juſtice, 
and the common feelings of Humanity, and productive 
of infinite Calamities to many Thouſand Families, na 
to many Nations, and conſequently offenſive to God te 


2 


Father of all Mankind. Vet ir muſt be allowed, chere 


are ſome well minded Perſons, into whoſe Hands ſome 
of the Negroes have fallen, either by Inheritance, Re- 


cutorthip, or even ſome perhaps purely from Charita- 


ble Motives, who rather deſire to —— 3 1 
Labour; theſe 


their good, than to make Gain by their 
I rruly ſympathize with, for confidering the 


ſituation of thoſe unhappy People, they have indeed a a 


difficult Path to tread. 


the Peace and Proſperity ofa Country, as by it the number. 
of natural Enemies muſt be encreaſed, and the Place of 
thoſe taken up Who would be its ſupport and ſecurity 
Or I might ſhew from innumerable Examples, how it 
introduces Idleneſs, diſcourages Marriage, corrupts the 


Youth and rains and debauches Morals. I might likes *: 
wiſe expoſe the weakneſs of thoſe Arguments, which _ | 
are commonly advanced in Order to vindicate the 
Purchaſers, ſuch, as their being Slaves in their own 

Country, and therefore may be ſo to us, or that they are 
made acquainted withChriſtianity in lieu of their Liberty, 
or that the haſt Purchaſer will uſe them better than they. | 


formerly were: But not to mention, that theſe areonly 
vain pretences, that the true Motive of ee 
Trade 1s ſelfiſh Avarice; to ſay nothing of the weakneſs 
of the Argument: That becauſe others do ill, we ma 
do ſo too; or the abſurdity of recommending the Chrite 
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I right next conſider the Trade as it is deſtructivs 
Welare of human Society, and inconſiſtent with © 
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and Liberties of Mankind, or che Encouragement that 
every new Purchaſer gives to a Trade altogether unjuſt. 


and iniquitous. What is already ſaid, will I hope be 


ſufficient to prevent any conſiderate Chriſtian from 


being, in any Degree; defiled with a Gain fo full of 


Horrors, and fo palpably inconſiſtent with che Goſpel 
. of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Felus Chriſt, which 


breaths nothing but Love and Good will to all Men of 
every Nation, Kindred, Tongue and People. n 
- Under the Moſaic Law Man- ſtealing was the only 
Thefr puniſhable by Death: It is thus expreſſed in 


Exodus Chap. 21, 16. He that ſtealeth a Man and ſelleth 
bim, or if be be found in bis Hand, be Jhall ſurely be pus 


Fo death. 
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tract from the Epiſtle of the Vearly-Meeting 


S the People called QUAKERS, held at London 


en the Fear 1758. 
TE fervently warn all in profeſſion with us, 


_** thar they be careful to avoid being any Way 
concerned in reaping the unrighteous Profitarifing 
from that iniquitous Practice of Dealing in Ne- 
| and other Slaves ; whereby in the original 


urchaſe one Man ſelleth another, as he doth the 
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| obſerved, to fill their Poſſeſſors with Hanghtinels, 
Minds, and debafing the Morals of their Childrens 


fal Love, Meekneſs and Charity, which is the un» 
2 Nature & the Glory oftrue Chriſtianity, 
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ſavage Wars, in Order to ſupply the Demands of 
this moſt unnatural Traffick, whereby great Num- 
bers of Mankind, free by Nature, are fabjetted to 
inextricable Bondage; and which hath often been 


Tyranny, Luxury and Barbarity, corrupting the 


to the unſpeakable Prejudice of Religion and Vir- 
tue, and the Excluſion of that holy Spirit of univer- 


We therefore can do no leſs than, with the greatefſk _ 
Earneſtneſs, to impreſs it upon Friends every 
where, that they endeavour to, keep their Hands 
clear of this unrighteous Gain of Oppreſſion, 
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 Hluftrated under the Character of 


PENITENS.. 
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Seel ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him, while he is 
near. Let the wicked forſahe his Way, and the unrighteous Man 
kit Thoughts : and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
"Mercy upon him, and to our God; for he will abundantly par- 
don, „Hias. 55, 665i r 
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| r ENS was a buſy notable tradeſman, and very profperous 


in his dealings, but died in the th:rty-fifth year of his age. 


__" ALITTLE before his death, when the doctors had given him 
© over, ſome of his Neighbours came one evening to fee hm; at which 


time, he ſpake thus to them: 


IsE R fays he, my friends, the tender concern you have for me, 


the grief that appears in your countenances, and I know the 


thoughts that you now have about me, You think how melancho- 
ly a cafe it is, to fee fo young a man, and in fuch flouriſhing buſineſs, 
dehver'd 1 to death. And perhaps, had viſited any of you in my 


condition, 


ſhould have had the ſame thoughts of you, | 
Bur now, my friends, my thoughts are no more like your 


_ thoughts, than my condition is like yours, 


I is no trouble to me now to think, that I am to die young, or 
before I have rais'd an eſtate. 5 


Fax s£ things are now ſunk into fuch meer nothing, that I 
have no name little enough to call them by. For if in a few days, 


or hours, I am to leave this carcafe to be buried in the earth, and to 
I by & + either for ever happy in the favour of God, or eternal 
at 


telittlenels of exery ding le? bs 


rom all light and peace, can any words ſuſticientiy expreſs 
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Is there any dream like the dream of life, in which we are amuſei 
with vam and empty things? whilſt: we are neglecting and diſregan 
ding that which is ſubſtantially valuable. Is there any folly like the 
folly of moſt men and women, who think themſelves too wiſe, and 
are too buſy to hearken to the voice of Jeſus Chriſt calling in th 
heart? which, if carefully attended to, would occaſion theſe ſerious 
reflections; but for want of attending to this divine inſtructor, that 
enemy of mankind the Devil, is ſuffered to fill our minds with un- 
reaſonable affections and fooliſh opinions; ſo that when we conſidet 
death as a miſery, we only think of it as a miſerable Separation 
from the enjoyments of this life. Weeldom mourn over an old 
man that dies rich, but we lament the young, that are taken away 
in the progreſs of their fortune, You your ſelves: look upon me 
with pity, not that J am going unprepar*d to meet the Judge of the 
quick and the dead, but that i an to leave a proſperous trade in the 


he ower of my life, | | | 801 
Fi THis is the wiſdom of our manly thoughts. And yet What 
” folly of the fillieſt children is ſo great as this? 5 
= | F OR what is there miſerable or dreadful in death, but the Con? 


ſequences of it? When a man is dead, what does any thing fignify ,, 
3 to him, but the ſtate he is then in2n?g?gnk N n 
O u poor friend Lepidus dy'd, you know, as he was dxeſfing 


himſelf for a feaſt; do you think it is now part of his trouble, that 
he did not live till that entertainment was over? Feaſts, and i- 

_ neſs, and pleaſures, and enjoyments, ſeem great things to us, Whilſt 
we think of nothing elſe; but as foon as we add death to them, they + 

* all fink into an equal littleneſs; and the foul, that is ſeparated from 5 

| the, body, no more laments the loſs of huſineſe, than the loſing ofs 

= Jeap.. 1 „ 2 an | 

3 . IF I am now going into the joys of Gop, could there be any 

* reaſon to grieve, that this happen'd to me before I was forty year 

_— of age? Could it be a ſad thing to go to heaven, before. I had made 

—"_ a few more bargains, or ſtood a little longer behind a counter #. .... 

ks AN if I am to go am loit ſpirits, could there be any reas 

1 9 ſon to be content, that this did not happen to me till I was, dd, 

EM and full of raches ͤ co ne ne. . nh A 

928 Ir good Angels were ready. to receive my foul, could it be any 


grief to me, that I was dying upon a poor bed in agarret? 

* Ans if GOD has delivertd me up to evil ſpirits, to be dragg'd 

11 by them to places of torments, could it be any comfort to me, 
| that they found me upon a bed of fate? | 


FO Wu Ex you are as near death as I am, you will know, that all 

1 the different ſtates of life, whether of youth or age, riches. * 

els verty, greatneſs or meanneſs, {ignify no more to you, than whether 
Is | you die in a poor or /ately apartment, i 


*. 


* 


e 
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Tus greatneſs of thoſe things 
that goes before it, fink into nothing. 
No that jadgment is the next thing that I look for, and ever- 
laſting happineſs or miſery is come ſo near me, all the enjoyments 
and proſperities of life ſeem as vain and inſignificant, and to have 
no more todo with my happineſs, than the cloaths that i wore 
before I could ſpeak, | 


Bor, my friends, how am ] ſurpriz'd, that L have not always 
Had theſe thoughts? How am |! ſurpriz'd to find, that for want of 


8 obedience, to that degree of light and grace, with which 
od hath enlightaed? the words of our blefſed Saviour have been 
fulfilled in me, darknefs has been ſuffered to come over me, and 
theſe great things have been hid from me; for what is there in the 
terrors of death, in the vanities of life, or the neceſſities of piety, 
- - way might have as eaſily and fully ſeen in any part of my 
e 8 

- WHAT a ſtrange thing is it, that a little health, or the poorbu- 
fineſs of a 43 ſhould keep us fo ſenſeleſs of theſe great tlings, that 
are coming ſo faſt upon uus 


UST as you came into my chamber, I was thinking with my 


7: what numbers of ſouls there are now in the world, in my con- 
dition at this very time, ſurpriz d with a ſummons to the other 
world; ſome taken from their ſhops and farms, others from their 
Ports and pleaſures, theſe at ſuits at law, thoſe at gaming - tables, 
and all ſeiz d at an hour when they thought nothing of it; frighted 
at the approach of death, confounded at the vanity of all their la- 
bours, deſigns, and projects, aſtoniſh'd at the folly of their paſtlives, 


nud not knowing which way to turn their thoughts, to find any 


comfort: Their coniciences flying in their faces, bringing all their 
Fins to their remembrance, tormenting them with the light of the 
angry Judge, the worm that never dies, the fire that is never 
guench'd, the gates of hell, the powers of darkneſs, and the bitter 
pains of eternal death, . 
O my friends! bleſs God that you are not of this number, that 
you have time and ſtrength to employ "ue ſelves in fuch works 
of picty, as may bring you peace at the laſt, |, 
Ap take this along with you, that there is nothing but a life of 
great piety, or a death of great ſtupidity, that can keep off theſe ap- 


r more, that i might preſent unto God one of ſuch devo- 


and good works, as I never before ſo much as intended, 
5A 09 8 when you conſider that 1 have liv'd free from 


uchery, and in the communion of the Church, 


which follow death, makes al 


e ns, | 
215 AD i now a thouſand worlds, I would give them all for oe 
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wonder to ſee me ſo 

7 alas} what a poor thing is it, to have liv'd only free from 

murder, theft and adultery, which is all that 1 can ſay for myJelk. | 
Vo know indeed, that: have never been reckon'd a ſot, butyon 

are at the ſame time witneſſes, and have been frequent companzons 

of my intemperance, ſenſuality, and great indulgence, And if L am 

now going to a judgment, where nothing will be rewarded butgeod 


% 


works, { may well he concern'd, that tho? L am no ſot, yetihavens 


Chriſtian ſobrizty to plead for me. 


IT is true, i have liv'd in the communion of the Church and ge». 


nerally frequented its worſhip and ſervice on Sundays, hen I was - 


neither too idle, or not otherwiſe * of by my þu/azeſs and plea · 
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ſures. But then my conformity to the publick worſhip has been ra 


ther a thing of courſe, than any real intention of doing that, which 


the ſervice of the Church ſuppoſes ; had it not been ſo, ihad-been 


oftner at Church, more devout when there, and more fearfuligf k“ 


ever neglecting it, 


Bu T the thing that now ſurprizes me abe al wonders, nb. 


that I never had ſo much as a general intention of lving up to the f | 
This never ſo much as enter'dintomyheart, 


picty of the Goſpel 
never once in my life confider*d whether I was hving as 


laws 


of Religion direct, or whether my way of life was {i billy. as. would | 


procure me the mercy. of God at this hour. 
AND can it be thought, that i have kept 


' e ky; py * 
the Goſpel terms of _ 


ſalvation, without ever ſo much as intending in any ſerious delibes-. | 5 


rate manner either to know them, or keep them? Canieb thought, © 


chat have pleaſed God with ſuch a life as he requires, tho I have 


liv'd without ever conſidering, what he requires, or how much! * 


have perform'd? How eaſy a thing 


thoughts ut it, as about any one common bargain that I havs 
made? „ 5 HT a 
i the buſineſs of life I have uſed prudence and reflection, Thave 


been glad to converſe with men of 


neſs; I have taken no ſtep in trade but with great care andcaution, 


conſidering every advantage or danger that attended it. 1 have A. 
ways had my 7 upon che main end of buſmeſe and have ftudy'd 


all the ways and means of being a gaingr by all that I undertook, 


Bu r what is the reaſon that I have brought none of theſe tems 
pers to Religion? What is the reaſon that 1, who have ſo often 


talk'd of the neceflity « 
buſineſs, have all this while never once 


* 


* would ſa arion be, if it could © > 
fall iato my cares hands, who have never had fo much ſerious 


$5 . 


experience and judgment, - -. 1 
find out the reaſons why ſome fail, and others — * in any buſi- 


ty of rules and methods, and diligence in worldly 
thought of any rules, sr 


methods, or managements, to carry me on in al 


Ake this? What pain do you think a man miuft feel, when hiãgon- 


how can 


rules, and been taught as many certain methods of holy living,” ay 
of thriving in my ſhop, had I but ſo intended and defor"d it, 


to the duties of Religion, is fo without all excuſe, ſo unworthy of 
the mercy of God, ſuch a ſhame to the ſenſe and reafon of out 


a man to be thrown into the ſtate that I am in, to reflect. upon it 
cConvüls'd about twelve hours, and then gave up the ghoſt. 
aw and heard all that is here defcrib'd, that he ſtood by his bed-ſidg 
. when his poor friend lay in ſuch diſtreſs and agony, lamenting the 
dom as never enter'd into his heart before, If to this, he ſhouf 


And the goudneſs of that God, who had preferv'd him from it 


| ife of piety? ? 
Do you think any thing can aſtoniſh, and confound adyingman 


ſaence lays all this folly to his charge, when it ſhall ſhew him how! 
regular, exact, wiſe he has been in ſmall matters, that are paſſed 
away like a dream, and how ſtupid and ſenſeleſshehasliv'd without 


ment, as no heart can ſufficiently conceive them. 
HAI only my frailties and imperfefionstolamentat this time 
I ſhoulp 8 here humbly truſting in the mercies of God. But alas 
| call a general diſregard, and a thorough neglect of all res 
ligious improvement, a ailty or imperfection; whenit was as much 
in my power to have been exact, and careful, and diligent in & 
courſe of piety, as in the buſmeſs of my trade. „ 1 TG 
1 £0VLD have call'd in as many helps, have practiſed as many 


On my friends à careleſs life, unconcerr'd and unattentive 


minds, that I can hardly conceive a greater puniſhment, than fof 


. - Penitens\'was here going on, but had his mouth ftopp*d by A 
convulſion, Which never fulfel'd him to ſpeak any more, He lay 


Now if every reader would imagine this Penitens to have beet 
ſome particular acquaintance or relation of his, and fancy that hg 
folly of his paſt life, it would in all probability teach him ſuch-wils 
«conſider, how often he himſelf might have been ſurprized in the 
fame ſtate of * and made an example to the reſt of thi 
world, this double reflection, both upon the diſtreſs of his friend 


would in all likelihood ſoften his heart into holy tempers, ani 
make him turn the remainder of his life into a regular courſe « 


Piet 88 5 1 . 15 Y pF TN CIO 
155 2 therefore being ſo uſeful a meditation, I ſhall here lead 
the reader, as, 1 hope, TW. engag d in it, 7 S445 WH 
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